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| * 'TRADITIONS REVISED’

People usually perceive folding fans as
simple implements (o coo! one-self,
Collectors of antique folding fans see them
a8s decorative art. This exhibition explores
the history of the folding fan, its traditions
and the culture of fans in Japan, from
everyday items to «cool one-self to
communication loots, wntmg instruments,
symbols of status, fine art and even
weapons, During 18™ and 19" Century
Eurcpe, ladies carried a folding fan in their
daily life as a decorative and sometimes
practical ornament with a variety of uses
and secret meanings. Few art forms combine
functional, ceremonial and decorative uses as
elegantly as the fan. Fewer still can match such
diversity with a history stretching back at least
3,000 years.

‘Traditions Revised’ includes historical examples which laid the foundations for
contemporary fan designs and intends to reintroduce this ancient medium to 3
new and wider audience and explore and rediscover the fan as a contemporary art form
through these traditions.

In order to revive fans as a canvas for artistic
expression, Mr. Kanji Ishizumi invited both
English artists and Japanese artists
living in London with Japanese artists in K. '

Kyoto to produce contemporary works on
Japanese fans or 3 fan shaped canvas. Mr
Ishizumi believes that a fan shape
canvas or fan itself, as an art form is so
unique that it can provide artists with a
new way of expressing their thoughts.

“In one sense a fan is a unique shape but In another sense it is completely
portable so that an artist can bring it easily to anywhere to show their work,”

Ishizumi & Co. Japan is 3 Japanese art fan making company established in Kyoto, in 1881
by Kisaburo Ishizumi I, currently managed by Mr. Kanji Ishizumi, a sixth generation
Japanese fan maker. In 2001 the Ishizumi family presented The Guant Fan made by the
family in 1892 (213cm (radius) x 134cm) to The British Museum, Contact: Mr, Kang Ishizormi,
020-7665-6644 (Londen), 0B00-121-4448 (UK), 23 Berkelty Square, London W1) 6ME. www.fan.vg
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